[Atypical presentation of distant metastases from hepatocarcinoma].
Hepatocarcinoma (HCC) is the most frequent primary malignant hepatic tumour. These tumours usually develop in cirrhotic liver; for this reason, periodic screening using alphafetoprotein determination and abdominal ultrasonography is considered in cirrhotic patients with preserved hepatocellular function. This strategy allows early detection of HCC, increasing the proportion of curable tumours. The most frequent metastasic dissemination is portal vein neoplasic thrombosis, being unusual the occurrence of spread metastases in other organs. We present 3 cases of atypical HCC metastasis with non specific clinical manifestations which initial diagnosis was wrong. Because of a longer survival of these patients in recent years, spread metastasis might be considered in patients with known HCC and non specific symptoms.